
WEDNESDAY WORD 

A Reflection on the Scriptures for Sunday Mass 

Sunday 22/23 August 2020 

The Twenty First Sunday of the Year 

 

My dear Parishioners, dear friends, 
 
The octave day of the assumption is the feast of the 
Queenship of Mary. The Sunday is the 21st of Ordinary time 
so we are back in green with familiar themes, not least in the 
introit of today’s Mass. These excerpts from the psalms are 
not always read and rarely sung, but they set a profoundly 
liturgical theme for the Mass, not least of intercession and 
prayer. With Mary, our heavenly Queen and all the saints and 
the whole Church ‘we turn to the Lord in whom we trust and 
ask His mercy’. 
 
The first reading is from the prophet Isaiah. Shebna is a sort 
of major domo. His name means ‘tender youth’ although we 
do not know how old he is when he is ejected from office on 
account of his pride. This is a reminder that pride comes in all 
shapes and sizes and at every stage of life and in many 
positions, and it is always ugly.  St Thomas Aquinas speaks of 
pride as the first and worst sin, ‘the excessive desire for one’s 
own excellence which rejects the subjection of God’.  
 
The prayer of the psalm today is precisely the reverse of this 
wilful aversion to God: as we pray the psalm we subject 
ourselves to the will of Almighty God: ‘Your love, O Lord is 
eternal, discard not the work of your hands’. 
 
More from the epistle to the Romans follows with a cry of 
‘the richness, the depths of Almighty God’. This passage 
concludes the eleventh chapter of the letter and is almost 



liturgical in its form. We have a sense that it is a formal prayer 
rather than a conclusion to an argument. Its style, it seems to 
me, almost matches the collect of today’s Mass. What do you 
think? 
 
What could be a more beautiful gospel than this foundational 
moment for the Church at Caesarea Philippi. Against this 
background of pagan worship and in the most beautiful of 
settings, Our Lord asks the question, ‘Who do people say the 
Son of Man is?’ When we visited Caesarea Philippi on our 
parish pilgrimage to the Holy Land we were staggered at its 
beauty. Its pure waters flow into the Jordan and its remote 
setting is dominated by the ruins of a temple to the Greek 
god Pan. It is against this backdrop that Simon Peter speaks 
up, ‘You are the Christ…..’. It is a sublimely beautiful 
moment in the gospels not least because the Church is 
founded in this exchange, built upon the rock of Peter’s faith.      
 
Mass times this week: 
Hersham at 5.30pm Saturday & 9am Sunday. 
Molesey on Sunday at 11am (in the parish field weather 
permitting) & 6pm. 
 
On weekdays for this week: 
Hersham Wednesday & Friday at 9.30am,  
Molesey Monday 9.30am, Tuesday 9.30am, Thursday 
9.30am & Saturday at 10am Latin Mass.  
The Masses (with the exception of the 11am Mass outside) will be 
Livestreamed 
 
We need to be attentive to safety and social distancing 
requirements. There will be limited space in the churches but 
the doors will be open, and those who don’t mind standing 
can participate in the Mass from outside the church as long as 
social distance is observed.  



 
-Please follow the guidance of stewards at all times. 
-For those who take a seat in the church please sit in your 
household or 2 metres from the next person.  
-Do not sit in pews which have been cordoned off. 
-Please sanitise your hands on arrival and departure.  
-Please note that the wearing of a face covering is 
mandatory in church. These can be gently lowered 
approaching Holy Communion. It is impossible to 
receive the Sacred Host with a face covering.  
-Please note that the lavatories are closed. 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
-The obligation to be at Sunday Mass continues to be 
suspended until further notice.  
-The homily will be short! 
-We are not permitted to sing together. 
-Holy Communion will now be distributed in the usual place 
at Mass for those who would like to receive Holy Communion. 
Please observe social distancing in the procession to Holy 
Communion.  
-Every effort will be made to avoid any possible transmission 
of the virus.  
-The celebrant’s hands will be thoroughly cleansed as 
necessary. 
 
As always, I hope your week is going well. Please make 
contact if we can be of any help in any way. 
Be assured of my prayers and affectionate good wishes 
Fr Richard 
 
Fr Richard Biggerstaff Parish Priest of All Saints Hersham 
with St Barnabas Molesey 
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